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CONTENTS,

KAPPLER interrogated the man responsible for the attempt on
HITLER's life in the Buergerbraeu Beer Cellar in MUNICH on

8 Nov 1939. In the conversation reproduced in this report
he tells of how the attack was plamned and the mechaniam
installed; of how the perpetrator intended to escape, but
was arrested on the frontier; and of how the chain of evi-
dence against him was gradually forged, Finally KAPPLER
mentions his interrogation of STEVENS, captured on the Dutoh

frontier on the day preceding the attempt, with whish he was
at first connected,

e L o

Identified personalities mentioned in the text.

Name Appointment

HARSTER  Wilhelm SS Gruppenfuehrer und Generalleutnant
der Polizei B.d.S. ITALIEN,

HEYDRICH Reinhardt | S8 Obergruppenfuehrer, Chief of
the Security Police before KALITENBRUNNER,

Reich Protector of BOHEMIA and MORAVIA
until killed in 1942,

SS Gruppenfuehrer., Head of Amt IV of
the RSHA.

B T

Namo Rank Appointment,

KAPPLER ~ SS Oberstwmbamnfushrer L0 o Italian Poliee, Fommerly
OC Sipo und SD Einsatzkommando
ROME.

CANARIS  8S Standartenfuehrer Deputy B,d.S. ITALIEN,

R

Oonversation held on 17 June L5,

Well, it was like this, After the explosion in the MUNICH beer
cellar I was given the job of interrogating ELSER (?). He told me
that he had made the attempt because he disapproved of the governw
ment: unless the present govermment were done away with there would

~ be another war; and war is terrible; therefore the government had
to be destroyeds; ELSER had prepared the whole thing with the most
astonishing thoroughness, We only realised &1l that later. For




TOP SECRET

CSDIC/CMF/X 182,

-~ six months the man spent evexry night in the beer cellar., He let

" himself be locked in there night after night. Later I saw a

model of the infernal machine he'd used. Quite incredible , you
simply can't imagine it, I've never seen such an ingeniously
constructed infernal machine, The man was a genius. The more

one thought about it, the more ane had to believe that the FUEHRER
really was protected by Divine Providence. There was no other

wey of explaining it., Just picture the hall to yourself. There
are big pillars running the whole length of the hall and reaching

to the roofs Half way up a gallery is built onto the pillars. At
the edge of the gallery there's a sort of railing. The man first
made quite certain where the FUEHRER always used to sit. Then he
set about building the thing into the pillar nearest the FUEHRER's
place. The pillars had a wooden casinge. The first thing he did
was to cut a piece out of this casing, Of course it had to be done
very carefully and cleverly,otherwise it would have been noticed,

He didn't even have all the tools he needed., Well, he cut a ..
piece out of the wooden casing and fixed hinges to it, and then put
the whole thing back again, Oh yes, and on the inside he had also
fixed a bolt, So that when he wanted to open the little door he had
to take a knife and push back the bolt, Then he made the hole for
the infernal machine, And inside the hole he did all the work. It
took him six months, Every night he had himself locked in, then he
worked right through the night and in the morning he disappeared again,
He told me afterwards that when he had finished he could hardly stand
up straight, And his nerves of course were campletely worn out,
Sometimes he'd miss a night to give himself a rest, |

But where did he get the explosive 9

Well, he broke into a quarry and stole a little sack full of explo=-

sive. Afterwards he also got hold of some gunpowder, and he put

that in as well, It was all thought out frightfully cleverly. He
could set the clock precisely to the minute he wanted, and the clock
would run for a hundred and forty-four hours after being wound. So
he could set everything six days before the actual explosion, And
he told me later that he didn't just trust to luck with the machine y
but that he'd tried the whole thing beforehand’on a model he'd made.

Did they kill the man ?

No, not at the time, I hope'l®'s still alive. The FUEHRER
reserved the right to meke the final decision. He attacked me
strongly at the time because I didn't discover who was behind the
whole thing. But I know definitely that this chap did it all by
himself and that no-one kmew anything about it, Otherwise he could
never'bewe suoceeded, One mornming, Jjust as I was interrogating
ELSER, the Reichsfuehrer walked in and took over the interrogation
himself, With me the man always used to talk. After the Reichsw
fuehrer had been in it took me two whole hours till I could get him
to open his mouth again, He was just too frightened to talk., He .
was completely cowed and asked me whether it was true that the Reichse
fuehrer wanted to have him roasted alive. Then ond day when I |
really had him completely softened. up again,I went down to MUELLER
and asked him what I was to put in front of the chap for sipgnature,
and what it was to say, I said: "The man's as soft as wax now,
he'll sign enything T give him¢ T can guarantee that", MUELLER
Junped up and shouted at me: "That's absolutely out of the question,
we want to know the truth, No-one can believe what the man's saying
now", I said: "If you don't believe that I've got the truth out
of the man, you'd better dismiss me and hand the inveatigation over
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to someone else". — 'But no, he hadn't meant it like that, 1 was
just to carry on as before., DBy then 1 already had a whole cuphoaxd
full of files Just on this one interrogatlo ELSER had told me
his conplete life history - that was two whole files by itself.

Were very many people killed in the explosion 7

Yes, eight were Killed o.s Well, I aarried on with my interroga~
tion. We even made & cound film of the most important part of the
interrogation, where he discussed the whole business with his mothers
That was in room 249, 1 was there the whole time, I'm in the film
tco, HEYDRICH came and iste ' cedings too, one days
He too put a few questions ]
very quickly, and succeeded in i
he didn't get anything out of him. ELSER was a very S
he didn't understand what HEVDRICH was talking sbout at all,
pointed that out to HEYDRICH, so then e shouted at me,

T aidn't explain it to the fellows

Well, the fact that the FUEBHRER got away with his life was nothing
1ess than a miracle. On that particuler occcasion the FUEHRER happened
to meke a much shorter speech than had originally been intended because
ne had to go to HERLIN on urgent businesss an the whole meeting was
over half an hour earlier +hon had been scheduled. And that was what
saved his lifes  When the thing did explode, the whole gallery collap-=
sed completely., The pillar end even & bit of the roof caved T Oyt

+the PURFRER had been sitting in his usual place at the time of the

explosion he would definitely not have got away . Nor would any
of the others who were always in his entourage. VWhenever the FUBHRER
spoke in the beer cellar he sat in the pallery and a1l his closest
solleborators sat in a circle around him, ° When the FUEHRER left, they
left too, and those that remained behind 1eft the gallery and went

down into the hall to mix with the other peoples 9O when the explosion
ooeurred there was no-one in the pallery. The stupendous luck that
the man had §  One just had to look on it as an act of Divine Provid=
ence | ELSER had set the thing precisely, and it went off on the
exact second. ELSER had wanted to go to SWITZERLAND after he'd
finished the jobs  The fact that we caught him was also a pure coin-—.
oidence too.,  Nine monthe earlier ELSER had been in CONSTANCE and had
carefully worked out his escabe routes Not a soul besides him knew
sbout it. That's why he achieved as muech as he aid, otherwise it
would never have workeds |

Well, when ELSER had finished everything in the cellar and had set
the clocks, he drove from MUNICH to STUTTGART. He had a sister living
and he went straight to her house and spent the night theres
He'd intended to leave his tools there, ng the night
he dreamt that the clo ] infernal | and the .
dream was so vivid and reali + when he woke up t moxrning
he really thought it was true and was quite convinced that the clocks
had stopped. S0 instead of going straight to Lake CONSTANCE he went
back to MUNICI, ] - rening I had himself locked in the

 beer cellor. - i ar again

in the normal wmay the Pollowing morninge 1ed himself that
the clocks were still runninge But he couldn't do that from the out=
side, of course, he first had to open the pillar up again, because he
had fixed a sound-proof layer between the cloocks and the outer coveringes
Tt was all done very neatly and cleenly, not Just shoved in and stuck
down with corpenter's glue, but there was another 1ittle door ard |
another lock - almost as if he might want to open the whole thing up
again after the explosion,  Quite inoredibles

And the tools, did he ake those in with him every night
out again the following morning ?

and then
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No, as soon as the hole was big enough, he left all his tools in
theres You ocan imagine whot irksome and delicate work it was,

The chisel he used had to be covered in cloth all over, the bottom

as well as the top; he couldn't risk making any noises He had

to make the whole cavity with this chisel and with his fingers,

Vell, he made certain that the clocks were still rumning and compared
them both with his own watch, then he lay down and had an hour's
sleeps  The following day, in the morning, he got out again,

Well, he was now more than half a day late already, and thought that
since he was there he might as well spend another day in MUNICH: it
eouldn't moke much differences He then went to see a few friends:
of his, and after he'd done that he took a train to Lake CONSTANCE.
But when he got there it was very misty and the ferry arrived at
FRIEDRICHSHAFEN one and a half hours behind time. And when he tried
to cross the frontier he was arrested by customs officials, because
in the meantime the explosion had @one off in MUNICH. And on this
- occasion SOHMIDT had really done his job well, As soon as the thing
exploded he realised what had happened; he ran out into the street
and gave the alarm to the Gestapo. They ordered increased frontier
control along the whole of the frontier, and seventeen seconds after
the big bang this order had been carried out,

Seventeen seconds, that's impossible, You mean seventeen minutes.

Yes, of course, seventeen mimutes, I beg your pardon. Well, the
extra guards had just teken up their positions when ELSER arrived.
In normal circumstances there wouldn't have been a sentry at that
place at all, but as they'd received the signal from the Gestapo,
they had naturally posted men everywherc. - The sentry was standing
in the shade of a tree and Jjust as ELSER wanted to cross the frontier,
he was arrested, Naturally, gy didn't find anything on him, and he
was only one of hundreds of people who were arrested that evening,
But everybody who was arrested was immediately sent to MUNIOH. I
must say that on our side some really first-rate detective work was
done, | ‘

Later, when a thorough examination of the rubble in the beer cellar
was made, one of the little clock wheels was found. Then everybody
who could possibly be involved was guestioned, and from this question-
ing desoriptions were naturally obtained, Of course not all the deg-
oriptions tallied, but they could all be reduced to a common denomina-
tor.  One could deduce from the descriptions that they all referred
to one person, The bakers' delivery boys were interrogated, every-
body was interrogateds From the little wheel that had been found
they determined what make it was, and then two speoially appointed
officiils were sent to the factory where it had been produced, They
eventually found out what sort of a olook it had been and to whom
clocks of this type had been sold. That was another link in the chain
of evidence. Then a small piece of sound-proof slab was found among
the rubble, still showing the name of the firm which had produced ite
So two officials were sent to that factory as well. They found out
whether this particular kind of peat slab (Torfplatte) had been sold
lately,and to whom.,  Then further enquiries were made with the fixm
in MUNICH which had bought the slabs from the factory and resold them,
Wo got further descriptions from them. After all, a peat slab is not
the sort of thing that's bought every day. That was another link in
the chain.  Then all the people who had been arrested on the frontiers
that evening were interrogated. After all their statements had been
examined and collated, the @ommissar gave his attention to them himself,
And after he had given them all a thorough examination he came to the
oonclusion that it must have been ELSER, He then had ELSER sent for
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and asked him "Why did you do it ?"  ELSER said "I!'11 tell you
exactly why and how I did it".  So then he wae taken out and
identified by all the variocus people from whom he had bought parts
for his infernal machine,  And when that was over, the interrogation
Stmedo .

What did the Reichsfuehrer have +o say about it all ¢

I don't know, I always treoted ELSER decently., I never shouted
at him,¢ I worked with him day and night, He told me the whole
story of his life, That by itself yms a hundred and ten typed pages.
and that was the smallest part of the reports  Several of our branch .
offices (Aussenkommandos) were working on the case too, They tried

- %o get all sorts of suplementary information,  And whenever they'd
found something, I made use of it in my interrogation, To give you
an example: the Aussenkommandos found some school~teacher of his at
HEIDELBERG, So the teacher had to be interrogated. He was akked
whether he still remembered his former pupil ELSER, and how often he
had caned him, And all sorts of little side lines like that which
might have been of importance later. on, |

Well, when I'd finished with the whole interrogation there were

about four hundred typed pages,or something like that, Absolutely

. terrific, You can imagine how much one can do in five weeks, like
that - working more than sixteen hours a day. I never told anyone
about the interrogation I was doinge I don't quite know why, but I
Just didn't feel like talking about it,  But one cay I met HARSTER
in the street and he said to me: "Well, I know what youlre doing;
youre Iiberrogating ELSER", He also told me that the FUEHRER had
sent copies of my report on the interrogation to all the Gouleiters
with the request that they should read it and let him know their
opinion of the case - not from the legel point of view, but what they
thought of it as Nezis, = HARSTIR vas on very good terms with his
Gauleiter,and he hnd read it to him. He told me, too, that he knew
that quite o lot of the Gauleiters had criticised me for the way in
which I conducted the interrogation, and, without knowing me, had
expressed derogatory opimions. But he » HARSTER, had read my report
end come to the conclusion thot ny estimate of the case was quite
correct, that there could rot be any other solutiop. I can tell you
that I was pretty pleased to be wld a thing like that by a criminsl
oxpert like HARSTER, One of the best people we hade A man who
understood something about his job.  MUELLER had also come to the
interrogation again and had put several questions to ELSER, He also
oame to the conclusion that the facts were as the man had told them
o | | |

JalNARTS 4 But then there wans a report in the papers that it was in commection
with the attempt that those Lwu Englishment had been arrested.

KAPPLER @ You mean STEVENS and BEST, Yes sy they were arrested on the 7th and
as the attempt was on the 8th, they were held in connection with thats,.

L interropeted STEVENS, too, At the ehd of every session I had with
him I always gave him my hand, I was never really rough with him, -
Except once; and even then I only shouted at him, I had two statements
of his, One had been made on the day I was interrogating him, and the
other had been made %two days previously,  These two statements were
thoroughly oontradictory, I +told him that T would read him both of
them, and then give him five minutes to decide which was rights I

\




T10P SEQRILT

CaDIC/CME/X 182,

didn't like the idea of saying: to him: "STEVENS, you're lying®.

He thought over the
two statements for about three minutes only, then he got up and
said that surely I mmst understand that he, as an English officex,
eouldn't just admit that they'd committed acts of sabotage in
GERMANY even before the ware I then said that that was all for
today, and that I'd see him again in the morning; and I shook
hands with him as usual, Then he said that he'd like to tell me
something in private, I accordingly sent out the two guards who
were always wresent at the interropgations As soon as they'd :one
ho said: "You've always been so decent and kind to me, you've
always treated me very correctly, so now I'm going to do you a
favoury I hate all troaitors, so I advise you to go to Delegations-
rat So-and-So - unfortunately I've already forpgotten the name =
this very nicht and arrest hinm", That was a very decent thing on
STEVENS'! part. Thot shows what an impression I had made on him as
interrogators I said: "Thank you very much, that's very nice of you',
and went straight to MUELIIR and told him about its  MUELLER shouted
ot me: "Shut up for God's sake, the man escaped two days ago%. But
STEVENS couldn't possibly have known thats It hadn't even been re-
ported in the popers., STEVENS told me that this Delegationsrat was
working hond in glove with ENGLAND, He was working in RIBHEENTRQP!s
office and had RIBCENTROP's corplete confidence. He was his ripght
hand man,  He was also the chief secretary to the BEmbassy at the
time, /And this man had betrayed us to ENGLAND, He went off on a
mission and when he hadn't returned after two days the Foreign Office
reported that he had made his e soapeq

Was STEVENS killed ?

No, I think he's still alive today., And the other one, BEST, has
Jjust been liberated,




AFHQ :

DISTRIBUTION

.

AC of S, G“‘zloooonoo,aiov-oda
CIO, MAAT'eosevsscnsoncnsnnsse
SOLTSY WDy 5.5 5 a8 A® 57 v s ew's

G-EER/W)"'""""""""'

BGS(I), 15 Army Group.esssse
SO(I)’ NAH‘ES...............‘

@S0 L("I"), Bighth Army.eeee .
CODIC. FA08, oulal'vssieals's s s v s oe

MI 19, Way OfficQssscosvsses
CPM BIaHCh, W&Shingtono TR

: C@IC -;.LI: BG‘S(I)’ 1‘.‘1EF0-..-..

CISO, RAFO..I‘I-...
SO(I) LEM......-..

TP SRORET

CSDIC/CNF/X




— — S———

- ¢ == A e A 1 T —————
3 -:ME_E-I'—-"—__.;:,-&+2—.LM =

Datad

CERMAN

Z’eau:. W 4._{, ,6 wa 9) o0 d_u.Q.r ITe

Necais ) faped Loyl en b..,,),hﬁfg
HQQ.,——,L\Q#D?) . M&H&‘-\f

R Leadup wp Ao FPuisel
@QO duﬂaf I 944

ﬁw 'Lo y
Last Paper. (Minutes.)

& -1 o‘(

- -

References.

ST E AR i ——

- (Print.)

( owgaﬁoaed QE)

LMool fane maked To roe.
W‘/WM»{ )(f;]w' :
Wenkt, fib e bu, "C |
B MG, DV Cmte fpm bR AL
(e Y. Chidons. h‘//e
Qoo s ity

,pm Hr Cavougigh Badidk

'ﬂq,bz. :

ITHa~

(Action
completed.)

A
K

(Itviex.)

t

Next Paper.

28653 F.O.P.




(R

TOPb;BEL . RIS

Summary of events leading up to the "'I“utx&s:&?}lQ f 20th July

The generals, who were always kept in the dark by the
Party about even the most important affairs had an
-influential contact in the inner Party circle, who passed
on the word to the friendly generals, He was Hana Oster,
chief oﬁ the Organisationsabteilung of the Abwelir. - To him
and to his close friend, Dr. H.B, Giseyvius, was entrusted
the techniecal carrying throug of the conspiracys

Gisevius, as a young official,had been placed
unwittingly 1n the Gestapo but he was soon removed., He
was on fricndly térms with the ehief of the Reichskriminalamt -
Arthur Nebe, who also played a double réle all through the |
years.

- Count -Helldorf, Chief of Police in Berlin was not
altogether trusted by the conspirators, but since, in his
official capacity, he could render valuable service he was
drawn in,

Oster utilised.his pogition with the Abwehr to cover
all his meetings and preparations for the "putseh". But none
of this could have taken place had not Admiral Canarig,
chief of the Abwehr been sympathetic towards the
conspirators' activities. Although he never participated
actively, Canaris was kept constantly informed of the plans.
In‘his 1ntimate eirele, Canaris never concealed his dlbgust
of Nazism and its methods and many times he turned suspicion
acide from his denounced subordinates. Thig finally cost him
his position, and probably, his life.

| When Oster was removed from office in 1943, Colonel
Hansen took his place in the centre of the conspiracy.
Hansen wag regarded by the Nazis as being above suspiclon,
At the game time, in 1943, Dr. Gisevius who had been
incorporated into the Abwehr and who had been living in
Zurich, had to stop his trips into Germany as Himmler was
threatening to have him arrested. Count von Bﬁmffeﬁberg,
therefore, took his place in the conspiracy. Dr. sStrink
and his wife acted as couriers and their home in the
Nurembergerstrasse in Berl:ln was used as a meeting place.

Nothing was undertaken by the conapiratora without
the approval of General Beck,

Sehacht was very active during the year before the
outbreak of war and in the decisive moments of the 1939
crisis. Later he became discouraged by fallure and by
the fact that he was regarded with suspicion in foreign
countries. From then on, Dr. Goerdeler played the rdle of
eventual candidate for Ghancellor of the Reich in @&
new‘government. |

Two other men who were close to the conspirators
were the Prussian Minister of Finance, Popitz and Undersecretary
Planck, (also the Cerman Ambassador in Rome Ulrich von.
Hassell). After the beginaing of the Russian campaign,
Count von Sehulenburg, former Ambassador in lMoscow Joined
the conspiratorial ranks.

The/




The working-~class representatives were Leuschener
and Leuth8user, Max Ha@bermann -represented the employees'
associations, They realised that revolutionary action on
the part of the workers was impossible and that a "putsch"
oftﬁe generals wag the only chance in a closely policed
Reich. .

There were also opposition groups in the provinces
and also in the churches. 8Several church dignitaries
were aware ol the plot but their participation was not
sought lest they be endangered. '

Pre-war plans

Halder, Chief of the General Staff before Beck was
anxious to be rid of Hitler in 1938 but realised that an
opportunity for an overthrow would only appear when Hitler
had lost some of hig prestige throush & reversal in foreign
policy.

3

Halder hoped to arrange a "putseh" in August, 1938 when
the Czech cricis was approaching its elimax. He arranged
troop movements to fit in with his plans. Oster also
established contact with the Kommandant of the Berlin
military district, General von Witzleben,who agreed to
participate and arranged for Gisevius to work in his staff
headquarters. Nebe provided a map of all the secret bases
of the Gestapo in Berlin, The time was .considered to be
favourable, During the eritical days of September, 1938
the people realised that Hitler was a war monger. Hitler
himself was having severe attacks of nerves and hysterics.
Coniusion was great in Germany but when Chamberlain flew to
lunich great bitterness was caused -in the e¢irecle of the
conspiracy, Thelr econfidence that the Western powers
would stand firm was shaken, Then Hitler wag dllowed to
march into Prague. From March, 1939 onwards it was
clear that Germany was preparing for war - Schacht was
very active and sent serious warnings to his friends in
foreign countries.,

In late autumim there waseanother crisis, Hitler wanted
to begin his offensive in November and his campaign plans
were built on the violation of Belgian and Dutech neutrality.
This infuriated the conservative generals who also opposed
~the idea on the grounds thaﬁ the weather conditions were
unfavourable, The conspirasff considered this a good moment
for action but in the midst of their preparations came the
bomb explosion in the Munieh BHirgenbr8ukeller on 8th
November, This was found to be the work of a Communist
operating entirely independently of the conspirators. In
view of conflicting secret negotiations and dangerous -

indis®Petions it was decided that no one was to undertake
any measures without first consulting Beck and receiving

his approval..

In February, 1940, Hitler confided to his generals

hig plans for an attack on Norway. The generals opposed
" this plan on the grounds that so vast an undertaking could
not be concealed from the Bpritish Secret Service. Brauc itsch
refused to work out his plans, so Hitler formed his own |
General Staff. Once more conditions were ripe for a "putsch"
and plans were prepared to take€fect as soon as bad news
was received from Norway. But the Norweglan camvaipgn
turned out to be a triumph and it was at this point that

| | Brauchitseh/




Brauchitsch, Halder and Reichenau turned'aside from the
conspirators. They were convinced that Hitler would always
prove to be right, |

At Gisevius' puggestlon a warning was sent to the Dutch
regarding the direction and aim of the coming offensive but
the Du‘ch dismissed the warning as idle chatter, and so
began Hitler's vietorious march through Western ‘urope. and
the conspirators were again made to look foolish.

The Russgian campaign

Ignoring all advice Hitler launched his attack against
the Soviet Union., When winter set in and the German armies
bogged down in the snow the generals would have recommended
vit drawing from the whole campalgn but Hitler would listen
to no warnings., 1942 was filled with attempts by the
consplirators to persuade a few of the leading generals to
overthrow the ‘regime. Contact was established with von Manstein
and he was not averse to Joining their ranks but wanted first
to see Sebastopol captured, e

| The conspirators were trying to find a way by which the
olficers and troovs of the Wehrmacht could turn against the
Party in spite of the oaths they had taken fo Hitler. It
was decided to wait until miserable Tailure should overtake
- Hitler and so »rovide an excuse for disobedience.

During 1942, Oster had suecceded in winning over General
Olbricht, Commander of the Hrsatzheap. The eonspirators
worked out a plan that several army  groupg on- thé Lastern
front should announce that because of the difficult situation
they could obey no more military commands from Hitler,
Witzleben in the West was then to announce that he would no
longer recognise Hitler asg Commander-in-Chief, whilst in
Berlin, Beck, with the help of Olbricht would have the
Ersatzheer., Gestapo and Party leaders would be placed
"in security". Everything depended on whether von Paulus
in Stalingrad would also refuse to obey Hitler's orders.

Von Seydlitz and von Daniels tried to persuade von Paulus

to do this but von Paulus flew to H.tler's Headquarters and
wags persuaded to continue the hopeless battle., This was a
blow to the conspirators. Then came another., The commanders
of the two army groups, von Manstein and von Kluge were

to have quarrelled with the Fulirap but they submitted docilely
to Hitler and so the chance was again lost, |

Once again plans were made = the invasion and fall of
Siclly was to be the signal for Badoglio's coup and that

in turn would have been a good basils for a coup in Germany, .
But the attack on Sicily was only made when the fortifications

had iuproved and there wae a real defensive battle,

Yet a further plan was made - Hitler was to be killed .
and the problem of the oeath to him would tren be solved, |
Beck' agreed to this and Oster had the Abwehr procure explosives.
These were to be taken to the Eastern front and General L
von Treskow and the landowner, von Schlaberndorff were to
carry out the attentat. Warning was always given of a visit to
the front by Hitler so that plans .could be made. But Hitler
came and only remained for two hours on the front, insteadl/
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of his usual three days. There was very little time
but Schlaberndorff smuggled a brief case containing the
bomb into Hitler's plane, But the meechanism failed to

work and Schlaberndorf{ managed to have the brief case
returned to him unopened.

Himmler,

- Himmler wap anxious to attack the Canaris group and
take over the Abwehr for himself, He tried to stage a case
againgt Canaris and Oster. There was a whole series of
arrests among Oster's personal friends and Gisevius was
questioned. Oster was removed from office and forbidden
to travel. Giseviug was Jjust able to return to Zurich
but could no longer return to Germany. Canarig was not
actually touched, but a few weeks later, he was removed
upon Hitler's inslstence. So the conspirators' range of
activily was narrowed. Fortunately, Colonel Hansen was
smuggled into the reorganised Abwehr and he sent
Rechtsanwalt WHtjen to Zurieh to keep in touch with ecireles
in Germany which Gisevius could no longer contact.

Six months later Count von Stauffenberg foreced his
way into the inner circle of ¢onspirators and became a
very active figure. During the war years, he had been
gathering around him a cirecle of men, mostly young nobles
who toyed with the idea of a revolution., They hoped that
Russia would support a militarily strongly ruled communist
Germany, organised commercially along Russian lines. ‘Von

ochulenberg played a leading role in this cirele, and other

members were:- the Yoreck brothere, the Haeften brothers.
von Treskow, Schlabendorff and von Trott zu Solz., They all
looked towards the East, whereas the Beck group looked to
the Western Powers, |

Stauffenberg was prepared to attempt the coup himself
and so demanded a2 leading r6le. - He was under Beck's orders
but intrigued against Goerdeler because he considered him too
reactionary. He favoured the Social Democrat Leber as future
Chancellor but Leber was arrested a weck before the 20th July -
a shock for Staurfenberg which resulted in lack of steadiness
on his part when the 20th came.

But Stauffenberg's ecirecle had destroyed the old mutuel
- conflidence amongst the conspirators. Bach group worked for
- the realisation of its own plans,

The 20th July.

The generals were determined to give Hitler a last cnance
in 1944 because he was so convinced that he could defeat any
invading Allied armies. But the invasion succeeded. Von
Kluge replaced Runstedt and Rommel as Commander-in-Chief
in the West. This pleased the conspirators because .
Runstedt could never bring himself to act against Hitler,
About the 10th July, von Bluge sent word to the conspirators
that the Normandy front would still hold 14 days. The
time was ripe to act. |

| Kluge and aleo Rommel (who had recently Jjoined the
conspiracy) agreed to participate on econdition that Himnler
and Gdring be done away with at the same time. It was
dufficult to find a time when not only Hitler, G8ring and
Himmler would all be together in conference hut when
Stauffenberg could also be there. |
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The plan was that immediately after the,Stauffenberg's
accomplices were to seize the telegraph, telephone and |
radio offices and to give the signal to Olbricht in the
Bendlerstrasse that the attempt had been successful. Then
they were to blow up the offices so that no contact could
be made with the outside world. Then Olbricht was to
announce a state of siege and eall upon the Heimatheer to take
action against the Party and the Gestapo.

. Power was to be vested in a committee of five until .
members of the new Government could reach Berlin., The
five were to be Beck, Goerdeler, LeuthHuser, Leuschner -and
?isevéus; Al'ter three days, the following cabinet was to be
‘ormeds

Staatschef: Beck ° '
Reichskanzler; Goerdeler (National Liberal)
Visekanzlers Leuschner (Social Democrat

Inneres; Leber m =

Staatsekret des Innern: von Schulenberg (National Socialist)
Wirtschafts: Le jeune-Jung (Conservative) - |
Justiz: . Wirmer (Zeutrum

. Kultusmin; Bolz L

Finanzens L8ser (National Liberal) -

Aussenministers von Schulenberg |

Staatssekretrs von Hassell -

Kriegsming Ogter and Olbricht

Staatssekret in Keegnim: von Stauffenberg

Oberbefehlshaben der Wehrmacht: Witzleben

‘Reichminister beim Staatschei’ o a

und Reichskom zur Wiederhersteéllung Glsevius

der oell Opdnung

After three dayq'the new government was to have offered

an armistice in “eeds*declaration of poliey. The.troops were
then to have been withdrawn to the Siegfried and Vistula lines.
L - | (f = gdé,w,aw |
The gentencing of Party and 88 leaders but Beck and
Goerdeler wanted to preserve a form of trial,

The attentat was first planned for the. l2th July but
Himmler and G8ring were not present, as expected. Gisevius
had returned secretly from Z#rich. The gecond day selected
was the 16th., ' But once again the bomb did not go cff,
tauffenberg excused himself on the grounds that neither
Himmler nor GSring were there. All the conspirators were
very deprecsed, e | | |

l .
On the 17th July the Gestapo issued an order Ior
Goerdeler's arrest. Then came the .20th., But the conference
was held in East Prussia, in barracks which stood alone
and not in an underground bxunker as h:ud been hoped. '
30 that the whole building could not collapse, Staulfenberg
left the building a few minutes before the end of the '-
meeting, l€aving behind him the briefl case containing the
bonib . ﬁe went quickly to the airport. Whzn he heard the
detonation and saw how the light wooden building was tossed
in the air he judged that the attentat had been completely
successful and flew off to Berlin. | | |
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He landed two hours later and telephoned to Olbricht.
He was amazed to find that Oilbrieht had not, as arranged
received the news from the radio and telegraph office of
the Fuhrerhauptquartier. Actually gtauifenberg's accomplice

who was to have blown them up had lost his nerve and Hitler
had already made contact with the outside world.

‘But of all this the conspirators kmew nothing. Nebe
tried to inform them of the failure but wag unable to do 80.
Olbrieht theprefore assumed that Hitler was dead and set things
goings The generals in the provinces recelved thelr marching
orders. - |

At 5 pem. Beck, Hoeppner, Gisevius and Helldorf
met in the Bendlerstirass. The Polizeipresgident was told
that the police should turn over their power to the Wehrmacht.

But the generals in the provinces telephoned that Hitler
had talked to them and was still alive, Hours of nerve-wracking
waiting began. Meanwhile it had been learnt at the ;
Fuhrerhauptguartier that this was no indiwidual attempt but
a large-scale "putsch", 8o the propaganda machine made the
whole thing public, |

Fromm was furious because he had not first been consulted
and arrested his subordinate, Olbricht. But Olbricht arrested
Fromm instead and had him locked up in a room in the Ministry
of War. Hoeppner took over Fromm's duties. Witzleben, who
realised that all was not going well came to Berlin and went
to his apartment to await developments.

iven now a determined action could have saved ‘the situation
to a certain extent. Kluge might have broadeast that he was
going to withdraw the army to the Siegiried line. But Kluge
turned tail when he heard that Hitler was still alive.

Gisevius proposed an attack on the Ministry of
Propaganda and the Gestapo Headguarters. But Stauffenberg
had suech confidence in the troops of the Ersatzheer, who
were on their way, that he opposed any kind of special action.

About 7 pem.., Helldorf telephoned from Police Headquarters
to Giseviug and told him to come at once. He wanted to tell
his Pellow-congpirators what steps Hitler was taking against
the "putsech". Through Goebbels, Hitler had ordered Ma jor
Remer of the Wachregiment in Berlin to seize the Putsch
Headguarters at- once. Gisevius who hadn't been told all
this on tne telephone met the first company of the Wachregiment
but thought they were on the side of the "Putseh", Helldorfl
had long warned them against Remer but it was by then too
late, Remer freed Fromm who ilmprovised a military court on
the spot before the Gestapo arrived and any incriminating
evidence leaked out. The tribunal sentenced Olbricat, von
Guimnheim, Haefiten and von Stauffenberg to be shotl
immediately. Beek had already tried to shoot himselfl and
received the final shot from Fromm. Before the accused were
‘shot Fpomm allowed them to burn all ineriminating documents. -
Fromm was arrested later in spite of his attempts to cover his
tracks.

Next/




Next morning a wave of arrests began. The Gestapo
had found a notebook in Stauffenberg's pocket which made
their task easier. No one who had a close or distant
connexion with the conspirators was cpared. Witzleben,
Camaris, Oster, Sehacht, Popitz, Planek, Hassell and
von Schulenberg were among the first arrested. Families
were also arrested, thoug: not executed.

Four days later Helldorf and Hansen wére arrested,
Mebe had disappeared. A publie warrant was issued against .
him. Gisevius hid in Berlin until January, 1945,
Aimmler thougnt he had fied to Switzerland so no publie
warrent was issued against him, |

o
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Civilians Lei Plot
i Klll Hltler

Rebel Generals Lost The1r Nerve

The full story of tke plot to assassinate Httler on July 20 last
year is told below f‘or the first time. |

~ From DR, ROBERT BAUM J UNGK
Observer Correspondent : ~ BERNE, May 12

General Dietmar, former German High Command
radio commentator, after surrendering himself .to “the

Allied Anmes, said 3¢ July 20 [194.4] was the German
generals’ pro’test agamst guch Nazi horrors as the Buchen- |

wald concentration camp. Alas, it failed.”” His aaseruon

was completely false.
‘The July 20 putsch, which, if successful might Yave
ended the war nearly ten months earlier and saved many
towns and millions of lives, had been prepared mostly by
civilians, It failed, as many others prepared: by the same
circles had failed, because the generals once more weakened
‘when really v1gomus action was most needed. Mk
These and other facts which — ‘

ing in the west. would no longer re-
on the history of Germany,| 8: ise Hitler as Commander-in-

were told to me by Dr. Hans|Chiet.

At the same time General Beck,
BerntigogeGineyias, LIoF lon% former Chief of Staff, retired after

one of the foremost leaders of | {he"Blomberg crisis, and the real

the anti-Hitler conspiracy. head of the conspiracy since the

Gisevius, who is now in Switzer-| beginning of ‘the war was to fake

land, and his triend, Arthur Nebe, |over the Ersatzheer, for which reli-

who escaped to Sweden, are|able troops had been held back, and

probably the only active conspira- ‘ tabo. officials and part
tors = who  survived  the' .July. lBegl(.ile?s w%%ﬁdapbe S reten. - ra T
utsch, When 1 met Gi'sevins laSt* All that happened while the Ger-

January, he had just crossed into | . . sixth Army fought its desperate
Swﬂzerland after hiding fOI.' g‘;ht at Stdlln‘éldd'g o
months in Berlin. command of the Stahngrad arrison.
"He then usked me. not to Fubllsh had declared that he would acce
h iends, | no more orders f{rom ,Hitler,. e
such as Pastor Niemoller, might be | pyrseh would hewe start |
endangered by the revelations of his | spread, as planned S Bﬁ aulus let
clandestine activity against the himself be persua Hitler to
Nazis between 1934 and 1944. continue the ho éless battle
During these years, a centire of | These experiences brought a
conspiracy was formed which, sooner change_in tactics by the conspira-
or later, drew towards it all dis-|{ops, Vaiulrv they had planned to
satisfied members of the Wehrmacht | gyerthrow Hitler by revolt of his
and the Adminlstratlon Later on enerals alone Now' the y eclded
prominent leaders of illegal Socialist | fo ake up the long-rejected idea of
roups, such as Leuschner, former|an attempt to kill Hitler.
ssian Minister, and Le ihaeuser. Some months later Count Stauffen-
stmn Socialist trade unionia berg, regarded as one of the most

Di ’ff ution cers, was made Chief of Stafl to

The%,ﬂg: circle?f’ meg consp ir %[P rieht and consequently came into
to which the technical detnils af 'cuyvaﬂl closest contact with the conspirators.
revolt were entrusted, was heade This, happened just at the time

he chief o e “ Perspnalatab
::J;dtthe "Orgagi:ahﬂonsabteﬂung ' of | come suspects to Himmler a

§1ye Intelllgence Service of tt%.e t"glefe no longer able to function as

ehrmacht, usually called e
X is man was Hans Oster, [acy.  So Staullenberg
ngv?g: ren?avad trom office mly in | circle, including von i‘enbur

198 e, and two
ing 1942 Oster won over to the [of the Foreign .Qmm and
co]r?su;n%‘tors a man qgisi key nephews . of B aucheits , the

position—General O !lbricht, co brothevs__ Haeﬁm ’ &@;ta - e mast

der of the Ersatzheer The | lam waa ac
*then as f‘llowa.-e-Sevara
groups on the Eastern Fro

announce that. ‘because

b rl ot .' -l. .'“I ‘ A g
difficult situation, they would e weeks. during whlet all the con-

li m- | spirators were held in a state of
ltinue obeyinz Hitlver 8 mj tary co 3 p%eparegness Hitler suddenly cabled

that a meeting s;:heduled for Decem-

6. 19&3 which was to be the date

ng, was postponed. It may

Ba rememberedr that rumou,rs about

a German peace move were then
'rife in London. iR S ek

If Paulus, in

|
|
|

| throw an entirely new hghj:-. mands, Wltzleben. then commmand-

occupy all important buﬂdings in

| Joined it mising  younger  Wehrmacht

when Oster and isevius had e- .
e technical centre wf the ¢ %nap =

von Wartenberg, Trott zu . 8o 3-

Minutes.

C JS;?L" /b |

="

A new plan took shape after von
Kluge who had for years been in
contact with the conspirators, re-
placed Rommel and Rundstedt as
C.»in-C. in the West after D-Day.

Von Kluge and Rommel, who joined
the conspiracy after his defeat in the
West, agreed to participate on gon-
ditlon that Himmler and Goring be
‘killed at the same time. The chief
'difficulty was to find a time when
Hitler, Goring, and Himmler would
all be together in a conference to
‘which Stauffenberg had access.

The general plan was this: Imme-
diately after the attempt, Stauffen-
berg's accomphces were to seize the
telegraph, telephone, and mdio
offices at the head arters and
-a signal to Olbricht in the War in-
ist.ry in Berlin that the plot had been
successful. Then they were to ‘blow

the office so that no one else
would be able to contact the world.
Then, on the ground that Hitler was
idea¢ Olbricht was to announce a
| state of siege and call the Ersatzheer
(to take action against the party and
.the Gestapo in order to preserve pub-
lic order.

Beck to Head State

Power was to be vested in the
hands of a committee of five until
various members of the new Gov-
ernment could reach Berlin from the
grqvinces. " This com ittee was to

e composed of Beck, Goerdeler,

aeuser, Lauschner, and
Gise s,

Affer three . day a Cabinet was
to be formed with Beck as Chief of
State Goerdel& as Reich Chan-
cellor, Jist Leu.schner as
Vice-Chancellor, Leber. a it
Socialist and representalive of the
‘Communist Resistance Group, at
the Home Office; Lejeuna Jung, Con-
servative, as Mini s er ot Economics:
Wurmer Catholic Ier Minister

ﬁntice. Loeser, National Liberal,

ance Minister; von Schulen-
burg, former mbassadur in Mos-
cow, as Foreign Secreta nd Oster
and Olbricht at the inistry.

Their State Secretary was tn be
Stauffenberg, and the Commander-
{nl;eChief 0 'the We]brm acht, Witz-
eben.

er three days‘the Government
wa'%ﬁw ask for an armistice. The
troops were then to be withdrawn to
the ieg!'rled and Vistula llnes. ‘

_ ' First Failure

'J '{‘gelgttenm{ was ﬁrs rmed fm?I
u But once mo

was not exploded, be?::ausn Hoﬁner
and Goering were not present at th
Fuehrer's eadquart CIE%

The second day selncted was Julv
‘The conspirators- had now
riuke more an ever b are. and
ad w'arne m troops w ich ‘were
occu&a ruo:: at they wotld
_e ready to r,nar in without any
delay. -
~ But once again th'e bomb did not
0 off, as General Stieff, who had to
1and the atal brief-case to | Stauﬂen- !
ber Tii lost his nerve.

s second false alarm was n
without effeet on the nerves of
conspirators, Beck remarked tha
horse which had refused to jump
twice would baulk next tlme or go
over badly.,

- 'I'hen came 20th.
Fﬂhrer s h néa Quar#ers are in Egm

us was
ﬂh st dlvorsenc‘h ﬁ%?;en lam
W—-*Wn not,

o \mker as suggon a woaden

barracks 2 o % therefo re,

lgcaum begau;a &p‘ w@ ol bui!d
D essure w

ng h%a thrown back from the root ot

'mxe tgrce of the hxelodon actu-
a‘lJy blwz oﬂ the light roof.
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‘was the reason
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present were lle mand that I-Iitler'
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tion and saw t he 1i

rters t he air, he thought
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succes gl. He tthem ﬂa‘w off to

Bei:l
ded two ours 1ater he
ltaﬁh e %?bﬂ 'm{:; dﬂ? the Bendler-
stnassa. uﬂen z.was: astonished
to Jearn ht had .not re-
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FOREIGN OFFICE, S.W.1l.
19th May, 1945,

You may remember that some weeks
ago you sent re a summary of events
lesding up to the attompt on Hitler's
life on July 20th last, written by
Dre HeB. Giseviug for C.35.8. In
case you are not a régular resder of
the Sunday Observer, I would draw
your attention to the fact that Dr.
Gisevius's story was published in
that paper for May 13th in a tele-
grem from its correspondent at Berne,
Dr. Robert Baum-Jungke.

(signed) V. CAVENDISH-BENTINCK.

Lt.Colonel Sir Clsude Dansey, K.C.l.G.




